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so less important. They constitute one-tenth of the po'pulation
of the United States, and considering that two-fthirds of them
are to be found in the South, the proportion of Negroes to whites
in the southern states is naturally higher. In some states e.g.,
Mississippi and South Carotina, more than half the population
is Negro.
EACIAL DISCRIMINATION
At the same time it is in the South that the Negroes have the
tradition of having been slaves. They had been till of late eooly
labourers with no rights whatsoever and had been entirely at
the mercy of their owners to be Mcked about and maltreated
like animals by their managers. Though their owners were
sometimes Mnd to the slaves and took a fatherly interest in
them, still the whites could not but have at the bottom of their
hearts a feeling of supreme contempt for the Negro as the erst-
while slave, or conversely a feeltng of lofty superiority regarding
themselves. So long as the Negro kept to his place as an under-
dog, the white did not mind being kind to him. But no sooner
he was emancipated and obtained a political; status equal to
that of the white, than the white reacted by strict social boycott
and ostracism. He could not tolerate the idea of the black man,,
till now his slave, rubbing shoulders with him as an equal. Be-
sides, he was afraid of the Negro competing with him in the
economic sphere. Consequently as a counter-blast to abolition
of slavery by the United States' Government, the southern whites
reacted by complete social boycott of the Negro, and a secret
organisation called, the Ku Elux Klan was formed by them and
went about in white masks and white robes to terrify the Negroes
and to prevent any intermingling of the blacks with the whites.
Any Negro found even walking with a white woman was hound-
ed out by this secret Klan and punished by whipping to death,
bjr hanging, or by burning at the stake. As I did not go south
of New York City I did not have the opportunity of seeing this
notorious Elan -in action, nor even to observe ia person the ex-
tent to which social ostracism of the blacks was carried by the
southern whites. But one has heard of course of Negroes being
obliged to live in separate residential areas, to have separate
schools, separate hotels^separate places of amusement, aad even
separate churches, to travel in trains in separate compartments
called Jim Crow Cars, and in separate parts of trams. Such hti-